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INTRODUCTION

Georgia – country of the mythological Golden Fleece and the motherland 

of winery – is an independent country with a young state system and firm 

intentions to integrate into Europe.

Since the 1990s, a new publishing sector has emerged in Georgia. For 

the last 15 years – and particularly since the 2003 Rose Revolution – new 

publishing houses and bookshops have appeared; all working in 

accordance with western standards and constantly seeking to make contact 

with their western colleagues. At present, 150 Georgian publishing houses 

publish up to 2500 titles annually.

Additionally, a new – and very important – process of selling Georgian 

publishing rights has begun, simultaneous to the practice of purchasing 

translation and publishing rights from European and/ or American 

colleagues.

The Collective Stand of Georgian Publishers running at the Frankfurt 

Book Fair since 2007 is an important step towards the enhancement of this 

progress and also will allow the rest of the world to become acquainted with 

our small but beautiful country and with its exciting history and culture. 

Georgia – with almost twenty centuries of Christian history, fifteen centuries 

of literature, its own unique alphabet and being concurrently involved in the 

process of steady democratization and changes in its world outlook – is 

worthy of attention from authors, translators, publishers and politicians alike, 

and it is my hope that in a just a few years time we will even attain the status 

of guest of Honour at Frankfurt Book Fair.

Georgian Publishers and Booksellers Association
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IMPORTANT DATES

 468    -  The first Georgian inscription was made.

 495    -  The first Georgian book “The Martyrdom

              of Shushanik” was written.

 973    -  The first Georgian fully preserved Manuscript of

              the Four Gospels was written.

 1629  -  The first Georgian book Italian-Georgian

             Dictionary was printed.

 1712  -  The first book was printed in Georgia.

 1819  -  The first Georgian newspaper was printed.

 1995  -  The law on intellectual property was adopted.

 1995  -  Georgia joined the Bern Convention.
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THE HISTORY OF BOOK PUBLISHING IN GEORGIA

The roots of book publishing in Georgia go back to the 4th Century when 

Georgia's conversion to Christianity caused demand for manuscripts in 

Georgian. These manuscripts were copied in monasteries across the 

country.

Alongside the translation of the Bible, original texts were created. These 

early books were of religious content and were written by monks. The first 

Georgian book The Martyrdom of Shushaniki by Iakob Tsurtaveli was written 
thin the 5  Century.

thAlthough 5  Century inscriptions on the walls of churches are maintained, 
th ththere are sadly no complete books in existence from the 5  to 6  Century 

period; only fragmentary pages survived. One Georgian handwritten book 

which did survive to the present day is the Mt. Sinai Bible dated 864.

thDespite the fact that Georgian books were printed from the 17  Century 

onwards, manuscripts still constituted the largest fraction of Georgian 
thliterature until the beginning of the 19  Century. And though thousands of 

books survived through the various centuries, even more were allegedly 

destroyed.

There are 10 000 titles of both manuscripts and old printed books 

preserved at the National Centre of Manuscripts of Georgia.

                                                                                                                           The building

            inscription

of Bolnisi 

Sioni, 493-494
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SECULAR LITERATURE

thThe creation of secular texts began in 10-11  Centuries. Shota 
thRustaveli's The Knight in the Panther's Skin was written in the 12  Century; a 

masterpiece considered to be one of the most important achievements of 

Georgian culture; the poem is preserved in numerous copies of different 

manuscripts. It is particularly interesting to note that The Knight in the 

Panther's Skin was often distributed in the form of illustrated manuscripts.

                                   
             The Knight in the Panther's Skin

              Illustrated Manuscript, 1646

Due to the complicated political and economic situation in Georgia (the 

country was at one point totally isolated from the rest of the world), the first 

ever printed book was the Italian-Georgian Dictionary, printed in Rome in 
th1629. More books were printed abroad - in Italy and Russia - during the 18  

Century.

THE FIRST GEORGIAN PRINTED BOOK

7

  THE HISTORY OF BOOK PUBLISHING IN GEORGIA



8

BOOK PUBLISHING IN GEORGIA

The Italian-Georgian Dictionary, printed in Rome in 1629



The first printing house in Tbilisi was established in 1712 and the first 

books printed there were The Bible, The Knight in the Panther's Skin by 

Shota Rustaveli and The Georgian Dictionary, as well as The History of 

Georgia compiled using old manuscripts.
thDuring the 18  century 19 titles were printed in Georgia.

The Tbilisi printing house closed down and reopened several times.

After the annexation of Georgia by Russia in 1801 and the aboli-tion of 

the Georgian Kingdom, Georgia remained a Russian province until 1918 

when an independent republic was announced. During this time, Georgian 

did not function as a state language (until 1805, teaching Georgian at 

schools was also prohibited) and books were distributed only in handwritten 

form until 1805.

The first Georgian newspaper appeared in 1819.

The total number of titles published from 1801 to 1918 (the year 

Georgia declared its independence) was 5395.

The total number of the titles published from 1918 to 1921 was 896.

After the 1921 Soviet occupation, book publishing was monopolized by 

the state and became heavily censored and controlled. Moscow ruled over 

the system as it did in all other Soviet Republics. Publishing regulations were 

governed by a special Committee and were obeyed by all publishing and 

printing houses. The total number of titles published during the 1921-1991 

period is 40 000.

BOOK PUBLISHING AFTER 1801

STATISTICS FOR THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO 1918

STATISTICS FOR 1918-1921

PUBLICATION STATISTICS IN INDEPENDENT GEORGIA
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1992-2009

The first half of the1990s were earmarked by vitally important changes 

for Georgia. The civil war caused the total collapse of book publishing. There 

were almost no books published during the 1992-1994 period. A small 

revival took place in 1995 whereby several private publishing houses were 

created which fully replaced the state-ruled publishing houses within a few 

years.

A very important step in the development of book publishing in Georgia 

was creation of the Georgian Book Publishers and Book-sellers Association. 

The Association initiated creation of an ISBN agency in 1997 and in the same 

year the first Book Fair in Georgia's capital was held.

A positive role was played by the SOROS Foundation (Open Society 

Georgia Foundation) which funded several visits of Georgian publishers to 

the Frankfurt Book Fair as well as arranging numerous training seminars for 

publishers. The Translation Support Program successfully functioned for 

many years.

  

In 1996, four Georgian publishers exhibited at the Frankfurt Book Fair, 

representing three independent publishing companies. It was not just their 

first personal attendance at this fair, but the first participation ever of 

Georgian publishers at the Frankfurt Book Fair. The four were among the few 

independent publishers who set up publishing companies in the turbulent 

years immediately following the declaration of independence. They 

presented all of twelve new publications on a four square-metre Georgian 

collective stand in the huge Hall 9.2 at the Frankfurt Book Fair. At that time, 

around 500 titles were published in all of Georgia; the maximum print-run for 

a novel came to 500 copies at the most.

    CHARASTERISTICS, CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PROSPECTS    
    OF THE GEORGIAN BOOK MARKET



Fifteen years have passed since then and it would seem that those 

difficult times are long since over. 

Today, there are around 120 independent publishers, 80 book-shops and 

5 wholesalers in Georgia. Most of them regularly take part in the Tbilisi Book 

Festival which is organised annually by the Georgian Publishers and 

Booksellers Association (GPBA). The number of independent publishing 

companies and new publications is gradually increasing; sales figures are 

also rising steadily. 

General Information: Georgia covers the central and western parts of 

the Southern Caucasus. Its territory within the borders as acknowledged by 

the international community, amounts to 69,5 thousands sq.km., while the 

country's territory except for the non-controlled areas, i.e. the ones where 

the jurisdiction of the Central Power of Georgia is not spread, makes 60,1 

thousands sq.km.

Number of the population of Georgia by 2010 year equals to 4436,4 

thousands. Among them 53% residential, 47% rural. Capital: Tbilisi, 

population – 1.300.000. Principal towns: Kutaisi – 235.100, Rustavi – 

161.000, Batumi – 147.000.

Based on the preliminary data of the State Department of Sta-tistics, 

GDP in Georgia amounted to Lari 17948.6 million (€ 7478.6 million) in 2009, 

i.e. GDP per capita of approximately Lari 4092.8 (€ 1705.3). The 

sustainability of high economic growth is a positive tendency in the economy 

of Georgia. Average yearly income of population is 17682.8 million lari (€ 

7367.8 million).

SOME FACTS ABOUT GEORGIA

ECONOMIC GROWTH IN GEORGIA
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Per year income per capita is 4032.2 lari (€ 1680.1) The subsistence 
1minimum by 2009 is 114 Lari (€ 47.5). Inflation rate 2009 was 3% .

There are more than 100 publishers registered in Georgia. How-ever, the 

market is highly concentrated. The 10 largest publishing companies hold 

almost 80 percent of it. Approximately 5 companies publish more than 

hundred books per year.

   Book Production

                                                                  2010
                                                            (First two
                               2008        2009      quarters)
Print runs
(in thousand          2391.7     2474.0      1162.8
of copies)

Source: State Department of Statistic of Georgia

     Income from book sales per annum

     Income               Income                Inflation Rate
 Year                     Million                 Million

        Lari                    Euro                         %

 2008                     14.5                    6.04                         5.5

  2009                     17.0                    7.08                         3.0

  2010
(First two                7.5                      3.2                            -
quarters)
Source: State Department of Statistic of Georgia

 ____________

  1 State Deapertment of Statistics of Georgia, Annual Report 2009

PUBLISHERS AND MARKET SHARE 

GENERAL STATISTICAL ISSUES



Georgian               33a, Pekini str.

Publishers   II Entrance, II Floor, Alt. 15

and         0160, Tbilisi, Georgia

Booksellers       Tel.: (+995 90) 57 09 77

Association  Tel/Fax: (+995 32) 37 09 77

       E-mail: info@gpba.ge

Georgian Book Publishers and Booksellers Association (GPBA) is a 

business association which acts in its own interests, and according to the 

Legislative Constitution of Georgia, both within Georgia and overseas.

The Association is playing the important role in the development of 

Georgian book sector.

GPBA defines and protects the interests of the book sector. The 

association organizes and runs the annual Tbilisi Book Fair, protects the 

copyright and freedom of publishing. GPBA organizes seminars, 

conferences and civic projects and consultation services relevant to its 

interests.

The GPBA has created and put into effect a professional code of ethics 

and also legislation in order to improve conditions in the book sector.

MAIN  ACTIVITIES  OF  GPBA:

13

GEORGIAN PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION





MEMBERS OF THE GEORGIAN PUBLISHERS AND 
BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION
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REGULAR MEMBERS

ANBANI

ARETE PUBLISHING

ARTANUJI PUBLISHERS

BAKMI PUBLISHING

14, Kostava str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 969175 

fax: (+995 32) 959407 

info@anbani.ge 

Contact: Taia Gogochuri, 

Director

22, I. Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel: (+995 32) 250255; 

fax: (+995 32)253986 

info@parnasi.ge 

Contact: Gia Darsalia, 

Director

17b. I. Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 250522, 

fax: (+995 32) 912283 

artanuji@artanuji.ge 

Contact: Maia Kudava, 

Director

7,  Robakidze Str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia 

tel: (+995 32) 725499

bakmipublishing@gmail.ge 

Contact:Rusudan Mosidze, 

Manager
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BAKUR SULAKAURI 
PUBLISHING

BEST SELLER

BIBLUSI

BOOK LAND

150, D. Agmashenebeli Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 911165

fax: (+995 32) 910954 

info@sulakauri.ge 

Contact: Tina Mamulashvili

29a, Vazha-Pshavela Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel/fax.: (+995 32) 921865

maia_bestseller@yahoo.com

Contact: David Gotsiridze,

Director

49, Iosebidze Str.,
Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 307402

fax: (+995 32) 380863 

biblusi@mail.ru 

Contact: Irma Bakradze, 

Manager

32, Shalva Dadiani Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel/fax.: (+995 32) 453379 

sale@bookland.ge

Contact: Irakli Sebiskveradze, 

Director



BOOK HOUSE

BOOK STORE

BUNEBA PRINT

CEZANNE LTD

31. Gamsakhurdia Str.,  
Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 313097 

k.tatishvili@mail.ru 

Contact: Keti Tatishvili, 

Director

26, Chkondideli Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 660293 

bookstore@bookstore.ge

Contact: Davit Jvarsheishvili, 

Director

71, Vajha Pshavela Ave.,  
Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 595083

lela@bunebaprint.ge 

Contact: Lela 

Azniashvili, Director

140, Tsereteli Ave.,

Tbilisi, Georgia 

tel.: (+995 32) 357002

fax: (+995 32) 357004 

lika@cezanne-web.com 

Contact: Lika Gvasalia, 

Manager
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CHILDREN'S PUBLISHING 
DILA

DZIA NODARIS TSIGNEBI

DIOGENE PUBLISHERS LTD

FIRST DIGITAL PUBLISHING 

HOUSE

1, Zandukeli Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 729767 

dila1904@yahoo.com 

Contact: Salome 

Kvachantiraadze

Manager

ZMK, Block 123, Flat 7a ., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 93) 984328, 

mtargmneli@yahoo.com
Contact: Nodar Manchkhashvili, 
Director

6, Kekelidze Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 95 63 94, 

fax: (+995 32) 96 79 71 

adm@diogene.ge

Contact: Tamar Lebanidze, 

Director

8, Chanturia Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 983003 

kdavituri@yahoo.com

Contact: Kakha Davituri, 

Director



GORGA

GEORGIAN BIOGRAPHICAL 
CENTER

INTELEKTI PUBLISHERS

KARCHKHADZE PUBLISHING

Saanzona, block 25, Flat 67, 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:(+995 32) 102607 

tamta.lursmanashvili@yahoo.com 

Contact: Tamta Lursmanashvili, 

Director

4, I. Nikoladze Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

Tel/fax: (+995 32) 22 66 52

whoiswhogeorgia@yahoo.com 

Contact: Khatuna Mikaberidze 

Manager

17b, I.Chavchavadze Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 250522, 

fax: (+995 32) 912283 

inteleqti@caucasus.net 

Contact: Kakhmeg Kudava, 

Director

46/50, Kostava Str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 514527; 

gia@karchkhadze.ge

Contact: Gia Karchkhadze, 

Director
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KLIO

LAMPARI-99

LITERA LTD

LOGOS PRESS LTD

191, Agmashenebeli Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:  (+995 32) 348423
Contact: Elene Medzmariashvili, 
Directior

11, Makatsaria Str. 

Batumi, Georgia

tel.: ( +995 99) 554662 

natuka-info@mail.ru 

Contact: David Baramidze, 

Director

4, Dgebuadze Str. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel/fax.: (+995 32) 954820 

tamarebralidze@yahoo.com 

Contact: Tamar Ebralidze, 

Director

15a, Ilia Chavchavadze Ave., 

Tbilisi, 0179, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 915101 

lasha_beraia@logospress.ge 

Contact: Lasha Beraia, Director
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PEGASUS LTD

PREMIERI LTD

PRINTING WORDS KOMBINAT

PROSPERO'S BOOKS LTD

27, I.Chavchavadze Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel/fax:(+995 32) 421000

book@pegasus.ge 

Contsct: Marine Tskhadaia, 

Director

26, Chkondideli Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 954594 

fax: (+995 32) 943115 

premier@acces.sanet.ge

Contact: David Jvarsheishvili, 

Manager

5, Marjanishvili Str.,  
Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 954818, 

fax: (+995 32) 969194 

Bsk@wanex.net

Contact: Vasil Menteshashvili, 

Director

34, Rustaveli Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 923592 

prospero@access.sanet.ge 

Contact: Tamar Megrelishvili, 

Director
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RISE

SANDRO'S BOOKS

SANTA ESPERANZA

SHEMETSNEBA

5, Orbeliani Str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel.:  (+995 32) 995369

Contact: Dinara Raingold, 

Director

14a, Petritsi str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 535805 

info@san.ge

Contact: Sandro Asatiani, 

Director

12, St. Peters Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 959351 

fax: (+995 32) 911165 

nato@santaesperanza.ge 

Contact: Nata Tsaava, 

Director

41, Vazha Pshavela Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel.:  (+995 90) 210154
info@shemetsneba.ge

Contact: Lia Shavlashvili, 

Director



SIESTA

STSAVLANI

ZEBRA 

ZEBRA GROUP LTD 

16, Anjafaridze Str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia 

tel/fax: (+995 32) 220708 

keti@siestagroup.ge 

Contact: Ketevan Kiguradze, 

Director

11, Kandelaki str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel.:  (+995 77) 412157
nnakudashvili@yahoo.com

Contact: Nino Nakudashvili, 

Director

1, Petritsi Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel.: (+995 32) 534130
zebrabooks@gmail.com

Contact: Nato Kvaratskhelia, 

Director

28, Bakhtrioni Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia
tel.: (+995 32) 308123
fax: (+995 32) 380899
mkasradzefr@yahoo.fr

Contact: Mariam Kasradze, 

Director
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ASSOCIATED MEMBERS

AAF MANAGEMENT LTD

BONA CAUSA LTD

DACHI LTD

ELF PUBLISHING

41, Vaja-Pshavela Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 393346

fax: (+995 32) 393350 

aaf@geo.net.ge

Contact: Elza Otiashvili, 

Manager

1, Tabukashvili Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 99) 786177   

bonacausa@yahoo.com

Contact: Akaki Razmadze, 

Director

14, Kostava Str.,

Tbilisi, Georgia 
tel.: (+995 32) 931952 
dtikaradze@yahoo.com
Contact: Dimitri Tikaradze, 
Manager

32, Shalva Dadiani Str. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel./fax.: (+995 32) 923570 

office@elf.ge

Contact: Tina Didebulidze, 

Director

 



GCI PUBLISHING

GEOPRINT LTD

GRASSET PUBLISHING      

LASHARELA LTD

1, M. Aleksidze Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 953199 

ati@gol.ge

Contact: Shadiman Kheladze, 

Director

1, Tavdadebuli Str., 88 Flat 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:(+995 32) 533520, 

ichachanidze@mail.ru 

Contact: Irakli Chachanidze, 

Director

8, Shio Mgvimeli Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

Tel.: (+995 32) 226165 

konssur@yahoo.com 

Contact: Gogi Surguladze, 

Director

Rcheulishvili Str. 8th building. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 222025 

devikatsivadze@yahoo.com 

Contact: David Kartsivadze, 

Manager
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MARGALITI LTD

MERANI LTD

NEKERI LTD

NEOMEDIA

36, I. Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 69555 

tinatin@margaliti.ge 

Contact: Tinatin Margalitadze, 

Director

42, Rustaveli Ave.

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 996492 

Contact: David Mchedlishvili, 

Manager

53a, I.Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel: (+995 99) 575264 

nekeripub@yahoo.com 

Contact: Parmen Margvelashvili, 

Director

49a, I. Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 920162 

mailbox@neomedia.ge 

Contact: George Sharvadze, 

Director Assistant



PAATA NATSVLISHVILI 

PUBLISHING

PERADI SAMKARO

PETITI LTD

RAPHAEL ATANELOV

2, Marjanishvili Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 963003 

paatapress@yahoo.com 

Contact: Paata Natsvlishvili, 

Director

3a, Samtrediis Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

Tel: (+995 32) 348847 

Contact: Nestan Kuprava, 

Manager

29a, Vazha-Pshavela Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 57131 

info@petite.ge 

Contact: Irakli Tsintsadze, 

Manager

52, Tashkent Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:  (+995 32) 382083

Contact: Rapael Atanelovi, 

Owner
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SAARI LTD

SAKARTVELOS MATSNE 

SAKTSIGNI LTD

57, T. Mgvdeli Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 941432 

saari_ltd@yahoo.com 

Contact: Levan Titmeria, 

Publisher

14, Zakariadze Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 421000 

saqmatsne@mail.ru 

Contact: Levan Popkhadze, 

Director

9, Marjanishvili Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 969073, 

       (+995 32) 969070

lia_metri@yahoo.com 

Contact: Lia metreveli, 

Director Assistant



NONINDUSTRIAL 
ASSOCIATED MEMBERS

 
ATSMKO

GEORGIAN ASSOCIATION 

OF BOOKLOVERS

LINK

PUBLISHING PROGRAM LOGOS

8, Zmebi Zubalashvilebi str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:(+995 32) 776307 

giagagan@yahoo.com 

Contact: Giorgi Gaganashvili, 

Director

40/1 Rustaveli Ave., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.:  (+995 32)932912
Contact: Lia Nadareishvili, 
Manager

16, Kikodze Str., 

Tbilisi, Georgia

Tel.: (+995 32) 995504 

ingrid@iliauni.edu.ge

Contact: Ingrid Dekhrave, 

Director

13, I.Chavchavadze Ave. 

Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 250258

fax: (+995 32) 221181 

greekstudies@caucasus.net 

Contact: Gocha Kevlishvili, 

Manager
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TECHINFORM KNOWLEDGE 

CENTER

47, Kostava Str.,
Tbilisi, Georgia

tel.: (+995 32) 335315 

Nellym@caucasus.net 

Contact: Neli Makhviladze, 

Director
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